Scholarship Applications Available
Youth Tour 2021 replaced with scholarships

Montana’s electric cooperatives
have elected not to participate in the
National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association’s (NRECA) 2021 Youth
Tour to Washington, D.C. due to the
current uncertainties.
However, Lincoln Electric will continue to honor our best and brightest
students with three (3) new scholarships in 2021. These scholarships will
be awarded based on two parts - an
essay and an interview.
The first place student will receive
$1,500 from Lincoln Electric and have
their essay sent to compete against
other Montana students for MECA’s
$2,500 scholarship. Second place will
be awarded $1,000 and third place
will get $500.
In the past, Lincoln Electric has
opted to use an interview process in
lieu of an essay. However, in order to
send our student to compete for the
$2,500 MECA scholarship, an essay is
required.
The Lincoln Electric board chose to
keep the interview aspect. Over the
years, they have found many benefits
of conducting interviews with the
students.
The first is the ability to get to
know the applicants as something

more than a name and stats on a piece
of paper. The second is that it gives
the applicants the opportunity to be
interviewed, a skill that should help
them now and in the future.
Students will need to apply online
by visiting lincolnelectric.coop. A link
to the application can be found on
the home page or under ‘Community>Youth Tour.’ The application will
include an area for the student to
attach their essay.
The topic for the essay is: How has
reliable electricity benefited you and
your community through the COVID-19
pandemic?
While doing research for their
essay, students are encouraged to
contact their Lincoln Electric employees and trustees. They can also find
relevant information on our website
and by speaking with community
members.

To be eligible for the Youth Tour
scholarships, students must meet the
following requirements:
The student must be a junior or
senior in high school in the fall of 2021
(currently a sophomore or junior).
The student and/or their parent/
guardian must be a member of Lincoln
Electric.
The essay must include a cover
page with the student’s name, address, and telephone number.
Applications and essays are due
to Lincoln Electric by 5:30 pm on
Monday, November 30. Interviews will
be conducted at Lincoln County High
School on Tuesday, December 8. Each
student will be contacted to arrange
an interview time for that date.
If you have any questions, please
contact us at memberservices@lincolnelectric.coop or 406-889-3301.
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Concern for Community
Over the years, you’ve
probably heard or read
about Lincoln Electric’s
concern for our communities. This is one of the
core principles that sets
cooperatives apart from
other types of utilities and
businesses. We’ve always
taken this mission and
responsibility to heart. It’s
who we are as a co-op.
Over the past few
months, like so many of

Manager’s Notes
by Telly Stanger

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

Year to Date
08/30/2020

Year to Date
08/30/2019

72,874,080

79,199,774

kWh Sales
Revenue

$

7,604,630 $

Cost of Power

$

3,428,758 $ 3,649,238

Operating Expense

$

2,609,275 $

2,687,689

Margins

$

586,032 $

413,148

Number of Members

4,756

4,688

Number of Meters

6,130

6,075

976

970

Miles of Line

7,719,238

Total Utility Plant

$

34,113,138 $ 32,695,135

Member Equity

$

9,897,779 $ 9,659,480

August Average
Residential Use (kWh)
August Average
Residential Billing

791

787

$103.87

$101.73

LINCOLN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.
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1-406-889-3301
info@lincolnelectric.coop
www.lincolnelectric.coop
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1-406-889-3301

OFFICE

312 Osloski Road
PO BOX 628
Eureka, Montana 59917

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
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you, we’ve risen to meet
new challenges and
strengthen the safety net
for our community, particularly for those who are
most vulnerable. Because
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve made numerous
adjustments to programs
and operations to maintain
business continuity while
staying focused on the
bigger mission of helping
our members during this
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turbulent time.
Now, with the holidays
fast approaching, these
recent events have made
me pause and think about
the role we play in our
community. While our
purpose is to provide safe
and reliable energy to you,
the members we serve, we
have a greater mission––to
be a catalyst for good.
You’re probably aware

Continued on page 7

BUSINESS AND BOARDROOM BRIEFS
T he regular meeting of the board of trustees
was conducted on September 21, 2020. A quorum
of trustees was present and the board took the
following action:
• Appointed Telly Stanger as the primary CFC Region
9 voting delegate and Marianne Roose as the alternate.
• Appointed Myra Appel as the NRECA Region 9
voting delegate.
• Approved changes to the Rules & Regs.
• Approved changes to Policies 201 - Policy Origin,
Development, Approval and Distribution; 202 Board of Trustees Principles; 203 - Managerial
Authority and Responsibilities; 416 - Financial
Guidelines; 417 - Posting to Online Platforms; 505 Employee Travel Allowance.
• Approved the review of Policy 506 - Extension of
Credit for Employee/Trustee Purchases.

Continued on page 7
Lincoln Electric's Board of Trustees hold regular monthly
meetings at the boardroom in the cooperative office.
These are typically scheduled on the third Monday of
each month at 6:00 pm. Members are encouraged to
attend. If you have any items of interest, please contact
the general manager prior to the meeting.

NEXT MEETING DATE:
Monday, October 19, 2020

Lincoln Electric
Cooperative, Inc.
HAVE A STORY SUGGESTION?
Send your ideas to:

memberservices@lincolnelectric.coop
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Trustee Nomination Petitions

Submit by December 30, 2020 for 2021 Trustee Seats

Interested in
Running for a
Trustee Seat
in 2021?

Trustee Nomination
Petitions Available Now!

Completed petitions
must be returned by
December 30, 2020
Boardroom

Continued from page 6

• Approved an Enhanced Dental Plan
to replace the Enhanced Plus Dental
Plan in 2021.
• Approved Resolutions 2020-14 to
2020-18 to replace check signer Wes
Loughman with Marianne Roose for
LEC accounts.
• Appointed Karl Kassler as the member at large on the Rural Propane
Services board.

With the introduction of mail-in
ballots, trustee nominations will no
longer be made from the floor at the
Annual Meeting. Members seeking
to run for a trustee seat in 2021 must
submit a nomination petition.
The petition must be signed by at
least five (5) members in the candidate’s district. The candidate will also
have to sign the petition to indicate
their willingness to serve if elected.
Each candidate may also provide
a short (200 word maximum) bio and
photo. These materials will be used
in Lincoln Electric’s communications
about the trustee elections and Annual Meeting.
In 2021, there are trustee seats up

for election in District 6. If your primary residence and associated electric
service are in District 6, you may run
for a trustee seat in 2021.
If you are interested in serving as a
trustee, petition packets are available
now. To get your packet, please visit
us in the drive-thru, call 406-889-3301,
or email info@lincolnelectric.coop.
The packet includes important
information on being a trustee, from
the qualifications required to the time
involved. Every potential candidate
is encouraged to thoroughly read the
provided information.
Petitions, bios, and photos are due
to Lincoln Electric by December 30,
2020.

We will be closed

Wednesday, November 11
Thursday, November 26
Thank you to our Veteran’s
and Happy Thanksgiving!!

Community

Continued from page 6

of our Operation Round-Up program,
where we take donations from generous members like you who have
“rounded up” the amount due on their
electric bill to help our most vulnerable neighbors pay their bills.
Or our Youth Tour program, where
we take our community’s brightest
young people to Washington, D.C.
for a week-long immersion to experience democracy in action. This year,
though, the trip is substituted for
scholarships - please see the article on
page 5.
We also have a strong commitment
to safety - not just for our employees,
but for our community as well. We
visit schools to teach children how to
stay safe around electricity. We hold

safety demonstrations at community
meetings and other gatherings.
Lincoln Electric invests in the
economic development of the community through an active role in our
local Chamber of Commerce and the
Tobacco Valley Industrial District.
We’ve made our boardroom available
for community meetings and events
and let students use our warehouse to
construct their parade floats.
You’ll also see our employees serving on local boards, coaching youth
sports, volunteering at charitable
events, and serving soup at the Community Soup Night. Because when
you work at a co-op, you understand
how important a strong community
is - after all, without you, the co-op

wouldn’t exist.
We know that our core job is to
keep the lights on, but our passion is
our community. Because we live and
work here too, and we want to make it
a better place for all.
If there’s anything we can do to
help you, whether that’s providing energy-saving advice to help lower your
monthly bill or discussing payment
plan options during these difficult
times, please reach out to us at 406889-3301 or info@lincolnelectric.coop.
Concern for community is the heart
and soul of who we are. And no matter
what the future brings, you can count
on your electric co-op to care about
you.

Telly
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Ways To Save Energy in the Kitchen
Four easy tips to help lower your electric use
By Abby Berry
Ah, the kitchen. It’s undeniably one
of the most-loved rooms in our homes.
It’s where we gather with family and
friends for our favorite meals and
memories. But like most of us, you
probably aren’t thinking about saving
energy when you’re planning that
perfect dish. Here are four ways you
can save energy in the kitchen with
minimal effort.
When possible, cook with smaller
appliances. Using smaller kitchen
appliances, like slow cookers, toaster
ovens and convection ovens is more
energy efficient than using your
large stove or oven. According to the
Department of Energy, a toaster or
convection oven uses one-third to
one-half as much energy as a full-sized
oven.
Unplug appliances that draw phantom energy load. Halloween may be
over, but it’s possible you have energy
vampires in your kitchen – these are
the appliances that draw energy even
when they’re not in use, like coffee
makers, microwaves and toaster
ovens. The Department of Energy has
estimated that one home’s energy
vampires left plugged in year-round

Use smaller kitchen appliances, like slow cookers, toaster ovens, and convection ovens when
possible. These smaller appliances use less energy than a full size oven.

can add up to $100-$200 in wasted energy costs. Unplug them when they’re
not in use, or better yet, use a power
strip for convenient control.
Help large appliances work less.
There are small ways you can help
your larger kitchen appliances run
more efficiently. For example, keep
range-top burners clean from spills
and fallen foods so they’ll reflect heat
better. When it’s time to put leftovers
in the refrigerator, make sure the food
is covered and allow it to cool down

When it’s time to do the dishes, remember to run full loads. You can also save energy by allowing your dishes to air dry.
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first. That way, the fridge doesn’t have
to work harder to cool warm food.
Use your dishwasher efficiently.
Only run full loads, and avoid using
the “rinse hold” function on your
machine for just a few dirty dishes; it
uses 3-7 gallons of hot water each use.
You can also save energy by letting
your dishes air dry. If your dishwasher doesn’t have an automatic air-dry
switch, simply turn it off after the final
rinse and prop the door open so the
dishes will dry faster.
Bonus tip: The best way to save
energy is to not use it. Try a tasty, nobake dessert recipe. Your sweet tooth
(and energy bill!) will thank you.
By slightly adjusting a few of your
habits in the kitchen, you’ll be well on
your way to energy savings. Contact
us to learn about additional ways you
can save energy and money at home.
Abby Berry writes on consumer and
cooperative affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the
national trade association representing
more than 900 local electric cooperatives. From growing suburbs to remote
farming communities, electric co-ops
serve as engines of economic development for 42 million Americans across 56
percent of the nation’s landscape.

