HOLIDAY DECOR TIPS
FOR AN ENERGY-WISE HOME

W

HETHER you’ve already decked
your halls or you’re just getting
started, there’s still time to incorporate energy savings into your holiday
décor planning.
If you haven’t strung your twinkle lights, be sure to use LED light
strands. LEDs consume far less energy
than incandescent lights, and they can
last 40 holiday seasons. They’re also
safer because they’re made with epoxy
lenses, not glass, making them more
resistant to breaking — and they’re
cool to the touch, so no burnt fingers!
If you missed Santa’s memo about
energy-saving LEDs and your holiday
lights are already up, you can still
save on lighting costs. All you need
is a programmable light timer. Most
models cost between $10 and $25
and can be purchased through online
retailers such as Amazon or at big box
stores such as Lowe’s or Wal-Mart.
With a light timer, you can easily
program when you want your holiday
lights turned on and off, which will
If you prefer a more
natural approach
to your holiday
décor, consider
making a simple
wreath or garland
for the exterior of
your home. You can
also use solarpowered spotlights
to illuminate the
greenery at night. |
PHOTO BY JACKIE
RAMIREZ

If you haven’t made the switch to LED holiday lights, it’s time. LEDs can last 40 holiday
seasons, and they’re safer than incandescent holiday lights. | PHOTO BY HANS BRAXMEIER

save you time, money and energy. If
you’re using a timer for exterior lighting, make sure it’s weatherproof and
intended for outdoor use.
If Clark Griswold’s décor style is
a bit much for your taste, consider a
more natural approach. Many Christ-

mas tree farms, and even retailers
such as Lowe’s and Home Depot, give
away greenery clippings from recently
trimmed trees. With a little twine,
extra ornaments, and sparkly ribbon,
you can create beautiful garlands and
wreaths to hang over your front door
or windows.
To add extra twinkle at night, you
can install solar-powered spotlights to
illuminate your new (essentially free!)
greenery.
Solar spotlights can vary in price,
but you should be able to purchase a
quality set of four for about $30 — and
because they run on natural energy
from the sun, there’s no additional
cost to your energy bill.
Regardless of how you decorate
your home for the holidays, there are
plenty of ways to save energy throughout the season. Visit energy.gov for
additional energy-saving tips.
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Season’s Greetings
FROM LINCOLN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
A

S the end of another
SmartHub; our online
year approaches,
account-management
our lives turn to the holitool. SmartHub empowers
days and all that comes
you to monitor, manage
with them. It is a time of
and pay your energy bill
reflection for many of us.
quickly and easily. LEC
I reflect on the past year
has recently enhanced our
and it’s challenges, but
meter reads to give you
also the positive things it
even more valuable inforhas brought into my life.
mation about your energy
Manager’s Notes
I’m grateful for my own
usage; available right
by Telly Stanger
family as well as my co-op
at your fingertips. Your
family. At Lincoln Electric
account can be accessed
Cooperative, we’re driven by a sense
using an Internet browser or right on
of mission and purpose. Our team feels your phone using SmartHub’s convea strong connection to our community
nient and powerful app.
and our members because like you, we
Another service we offer is Flex
live here.
Advantage, which is an account type
While many community-focused
that can help you budget your monthly
programs and activities ramp up
energy costs. On Flex Advantage, you
this time of year, we have several
pay a credit in advance of your energy
programs and services in place to
usage, then use the electricity until
help our members year-round. I’d like
the credit is depleted. You receive
to remind you about some of these
regular feedback on your balance
offerings in hopes you’ll find them
through text, email or phone call
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alerts.
We hope you’ll take advantage of
We also offer energy-efficiency
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programs to save you money and
energy. LEC’s heat-pump rebate
program helps offset the costs of new
high-efficiency heating and cooling
units, which bring comfort to your
home and energy savings to your
wallet.
In addition to helping members
save today, we’re focusing on the
future. In our service area, we’re
seeing increased interest in renewable
energy sources. Recent innovations
and advances have led to significant
cost decreases in renewable energy,
making it more feasible and accessible. Lincoln Electric will continue to
explore these resources to ensure the
most efficient ways to supply low-cost
power to its members.
Operation Round Up helps the most
vulnerable members pay their energy
bills. By simply choosing to “round up”
your energy bills to the next whole
dollar amount, you can help others
right here in our community. You can
Continued next page

Lincoln Electric's Board of Trustees holds regular
monthly meetings at the boardroom in the cooperative
office. These are typically scheduled on the third Monday
of each month at 6 p.m. Members are encouraged to
attend. If you have any items of interest, please contact
the general manager prior to the meeting.

NEXT MEETING DATE:
Monday, December 20, 2021

Lincoln Electric
Cooperative, Inc.
HAVE A STORY SUGGESTION?
Send your ideas to:

memberservices@lincolnelectric.coop
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
F R O M E V E R YO N E AT L I N C O L N
E L E C T R I C C O O P E R AT I V E
LINCOLN ELECTRIC CO-OP OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
THURSDAY DECEMBER 23 AND THURSDAY DECEMBER 30

Continued from previous page
also make one-time donations to the
Operation Round Up fund. If you’d like
to participate in Operation Round Up,
please call the office, visit our website
at www.lincolnelectric.coop, or login to
SmartHub for information.
You can give the gift of energy to
a friend, family member or neighbor
by purchasing an energy certificate.
When the member brings it in, the
amount is applied as a bill credit on
their account. It makes a great and
practical gift that helps the member

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW
kWh SALES
REVENUE
COST OF POWER
OPERATING EXPENSE
MARGINS
NUMBER OF MEMBERS
NUMBER OF METERS
MILES OF LINE
TOTAL UTILITY PLANT
MEMBER EQUITY
SEPTEMBER AVERAGE
RESIDENTIAL USE (KWH)
SEPTEMBER AVERAGE
RESIDENTIAL BILLING

cover a necessary expense. To
purchase an energy certificate, please
give us a call or stop by the office.
The most important investment we
make is in our local youth. Lincoln
Electric Cooperative has given more
than $139,000 in scholarships to local
students. We have also donated more
than $100,000 directly to area schools
for education programs and equipment. Each year, through our Youth
Tour program, we send high school
students on a free trip to Washington,
D.C., for a week-long immersion to
experience democracy in action.

YEAR TO DATE
SEPT. 2021

YEAR TO DATE
SEPT. 2020

83,977,622
$8,690,189
$3,875,315
$2,800,434
$997,138
4,929
6,323
985
$35,485,856
$11,541,987

79,243,335
$8,402,014
$3,754,736
$2,988,116
$582,491
4,771
6,118
977
$34,132,872
$9,887,491

797

773

$106.56

$104.15

At the heart of all of these programs
is you — the members we proudly
serve. Looking back, I’m grateful for
so many wonderful community partners, and for the positive impact we
continue to make.
This holiday season, I wish you and
your loved ones peace, joy and prosperity. Speaking on behalf of our team
at Lincoln Electric Cooperative, I know
the future will be be bright, because
of you.

Telly

BUSINESS AND BOARDROOM BRIEFS
The regular meeting of the board of trustees was
conducted on October 25, 2021. A quorum of trustees was
present and the board took the following action:
• Approved changes to
Policies 206 – Travel
Authorization and 207 –
Trustee Out of Town Travel
Authorization.
• Authorized participation in
the MECA Prepaid Education & Training program for
2022.
• Approved Resolution 2021-3
– Authorizing the Amend-

ment of the NRECA 401(k)
Pension Plan.
• Approved a donation of
$200 for the Tobacco Valley
Community Center Christmas dinner.
• Approved changes to the
union contract.
• Authorized wage increases
for non-union employees.
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The benefits of community solar
H

AVE you ever walked out of your house on a sunny
day and thought, “I wish I could harness the sun’s
energy to power my home”? OK, maybe you haven’t. But
I’m sure you have noticed solar panels on top of homes in
your community, and maybe you have even seen a solar
farm here or there. If you have considered solar as a part of
your home’s energy mix — but have been dissuaded by high
costs or maintenance requirements — we are happy to tell
you that solar energy may become more accessible than
you might think.
In the beginning of 2022, we will be asking members to
complete a survey to measure member satisfaction and get
your input on potential projects moving forward. One of the
programs we are considering developing is a community
solar program. To better help you provide your feedback on
community solar, we thought it was important you understand more about what it entails.
Community solar programs harness natural energy from
the sun and often cost less than installing a solar system
at your home or business. If you are a homeowner, participating in community solar keeps you from having to worry
about everything that comes with a solar system on your
home or property.
The community solar model is easy to understand. The
utility builds a solar array — a group of solar panels in an
empty lot or field — then members can purchase a share of
the energy produced, often in the form of one or more solar
panels. The energy is distributed to the power grid, and
solar-farm members receive credits that lower their electric
bills.
Participating in a community solar program also eliminates maintenance costs and concerns that can be a hassle
for those who own and maintain their own residential
solar system. With community solar, the utility takes care
of installation, maintenance and insurance fees, making it
easy for members to participate.
Community solar is also beneficial to the utility. It can

help reduce peak load and demand charges from the power
supplier, which can lower the overall cost of electricity to
the utility members.
This is a general overview of how community solar
programs work. If Lincoln Electric Cooperative members
respond positively to the idea of the program in our survey,
we’ll begin to shape the details and specific features of
our community solar program. As always, we’ll keep you
updated on the survey, community solar and other news
here in Rural Montana, on our website at lincolnelectric.
coop, and Facebook.
If you’d like to learn more about other cooperative
community solar programs, please visit flatheadelectric.com
(Community Solar), ravallielectric.com (Valley Solar), and
missoulaelectric.com (Solarshare).

Interested in becoming a Lincoln Electric trustee?
Trustee nomination packets are available now for trustee seats that are up for election in
2022. Two seats are in District 6 – Upper, and one seat is in District 7 – Lower.
For a nomination packet or more information, please visit lincolnelectric.coop or stop by the
office at 312 Osloski Road, Eureka.
Nomination petitions are due by January 31, 2022.
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